
Pack 8 Pinewood Derby Rules and Guidelines - 2017 

The Pack 8 Pinewood Derby (PWD) will take place on Saturday, February 4, 2017 at the Monrovia 
Elementary School Gymnasium beginning at 1:00pm. The primary purpose of the PWD is for the Cub Scout to 
participate in the construction of a racecar.  This is intended to be a family activity that strengthens the Cub Scout's 
mental, cognitive, and hands-on skills.  Two secondary purposes of the derby are: (1) having fun and (2) providing 
some healthy competition.   

 
All cars must be registered in the Pack competition on Saturday, February 4, 2017 during the hours of 

9:00am and 11:00am at the Monrovia Elementary School Gymnasium. Scouts are entitled to multiple measures 
and weigh-ins before the 11:00am deadline.  Acceptance of a car into the Pack 8 PWD will be based on the Talakto 
District Rules, as determined by the Pack 8 Pinewood Derby Chairman. Judging for Looks will take place between 
11:00am and 1:00pm. 

 
Cars will be entered in one of three leagues: Scout, Outlaw, and Legacy. The Scout League is open to scouts 

only. Cars must adhere to the Talakto District 2017 “Rules of the Road”. The Outlaw League is open to all adults, 
scouts, and siblings. Cars must adhere to the Talakto District 2017 “Outlaw” guidelines to be eligible to continue to 
the district race. The Legacy League will be open to all adults, scouts, and siblings. Cars raced in previous years 
can be entered in this competition provided they are able to safely race on the track and adhered to the rules of the 
year in which they were built. Participants are limited to entering one car per category. 

 
Pack 8 PWD rules are the same as the Talakto District PWD rules which were distributed simultaneously with 

these Rules and Guidelines.  Refer to the district rules for additional information or clarification. 
 
Cars will be raced and judged in the following groups: (1) Tigers, (2) Wolves, (3) Bears, (4) WEBELOS, (5) 

Outlaw, (6) Legacy.  At the end of the Derby, each participant will receive a certificate with his/her car’s fastest time 
and each scout will additionally receive an official Pinewood Derby Patch. Announcements will be made regarding 
the People’s Choice and Legacy winners and the nominations for the District PWD (see below). In addition, 
trophies will be awarded for the Scout League top three cars for Speed and Looks at the Blue and Gold Banquet. 
Car ranking for speed will be determined by an electronic timing system.   
 

Representatives from partnering organizations (such as The Optimist Club of Madison and/or Boy Scout Troop 
8) will evaluate the cars for Looks.  Show rankings will be based on artistic appeal, innovation, craftsmanship, 
finish, and over-all appearance as follows: Artistic appeal: attention to detail; Innovation: creative execution of the 
design; Craftsmanship: how true and well put together is the car; Finish: evaluation of color/paint job; Overall 
appearance: subjective evaluation of the overall design. 

 
Pack 8 will nominate the top finishing cars for Speed and Looks for the District PWD; the number of district 

certificates is determined by the district based on pack size.  The 2017 nominations will be: the top 5 overall Scout 
finishers for Speed; the first-place Scout finishers for Looks for each rank; the top 4 overall Outlaw finishers for 
Speed; and the top 4 overall Outlaw finishers for Looks. Cars for the District PWD may be nominated for Speed 
only, Looks only, or Speed and Looks. 

 
All cars will be entered in the People’s Choice Competition. Each scout will receive one free ticket; additional 

tickets may be purchased on the day of the race for $1 each. One ticket = one vote. Votes may be cast based on 
any criteria and there is no limit to the number of votes one may cast or receive. All proceeds will go to the Pack 
Campout Fund. 
 
Racing Procedures 

1.   Cars will be run in groups of four or less. Each car will be run down the track four times, each time on a different 
lane.  

2.  Time for the car will be determined by taking an average time for the four heats for the car. If a car jumps the 
track, the heat will be re-run. If that same car jumps the track in a subsequent heat, the car will be disqualified. 

3.   Cars will be started by an adult starter. The starter will insure that the cars are run on different lanes for each 
heat as directed by the race time recorder. 

4.   Problems identified by parents/Scouts should be brought to the immediate attention of the PWD Chairman. The 
PWD Chairman will make a decision on the matter. His decision is final. After-the-fact complaints will not be 
addressed except for a policy change in the subsequent year. 


